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1 . SUMMARY: A HIGH-LEVEL TEAM OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION OF JURISTS IS CURRENTLY VISITING HERE IN CONNECTION 
WITH A FORTHCOMING ICJ REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE 
PHILIPPINES. THE TEAM IS RECEIVING GOOD COOPERATION FROM 

THE GOP. WE ESTIMATE THAT THE REPORT, WHICH IS DUE FOR 
RELEASE IN JUNE, WILL BE A RELATIVELY BALANCED AND MODERATE 
EFFORT. END SUMMARY. 

2. WILLIAM J. BUTLER, CHAIRMAN OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION OF JURISTS (ICJ), CALLED ON AMBASSADOR FEBRUARY 15. 

HE AND HIS COLLEAGUE, JOHN P. HUMPHREY, ARE CURRENTLY VISITING 
THE PHILIPPINES (UNTIL APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY 26) IN 
CONNECTION WITH A FORTHCOMING ICJ REPORT ON QUOTE HUMAN 
RIGHTS UNDER MARTIAL LAW IN THE PHILIPPINES UNQUOTE. DURING 
ITS STAY HERE ICJ TEAM EXPECTS TO MEET WITH A WIDE RANGE OF 
OFFICIALS AND PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS. AMONG ITS CLOSEST 
CONTACTS ARE SOLICITOR GENERAL MENDOZA, WORLD PEACE 
THROUGH LAW (WPTL) OFFICIAL, ATTORNEY MUTOC, JUSTICE 
SECRETARY ABAD SANTOS AND SUPREME COURT JUSTICE FERNANDO. 
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TEAM WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH AQUINO FAMILY AND ALSO PLANS 
VISIT DETENTION CENTERS AT BICUTAN, DAVAO AND CEBU. 

BUTLER HAS INDICATION THAT PRESIDENT MARCOS WOULD LIKE 
TO SEE HIM, ALTHOUGH BUTLER HAS NOT YET DECIDED WHETHER 
HE WILL SEEK MEETING WITH PRESIDENT. IN ALL, ICJ MISSION 
APPEARS TO BE RECEIVING GOOD COOPERATION FROM GOP. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. BUTLER INFORMED US THAT HE, HUMPHREY AND THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE NEW ZEALAND COMMITTEE OF THE ICJ WILL BE PUTTING 
THE FINAL REPORT TOGETHER. BUTLER PLANS THAT THE REPORT 
WILL BE COMPLETED AND RELEASED BY JUNE - PRIOR TO THE 
WPTL CONFERENCE HERE IN AUGUST. HE NOTED THAT THE ICJ 
REPORT WILL NOT FOLLOW THE PATTERN OF THE NARROW HUMAN 
RIGHTS APPROACH OF THE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT. 
RATHER, BUTLER AND HIS ASSOCIATES WILL SEEK TO DISCUSS 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE BROADER SOCIAL-ECONOMIC-POLITICAL 
CONTEXT WHICH OBTAINS HERE. IN THIS CONNECTION BUTLER 
HAS ASKED FOR MATERIALS ON THE PROGRESS OF THE LAND 
REFORM PROGRAM WHICH WE WILL PROVIDE. 

4. BUTLER EXPRESSED TO US HIS FEELING THAT THINGS WERE 
GETTING BETTER HERE IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD, INCLUDING 
THE ISSUE OF TORTURE, SINCE HIS VISIT ALMOST TWO YEARS 
AGO. HE OPINED THAT THERE IS NO GENERAL PATTERN OF 
TORTURE, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE INSTANCES OF IT IN THE POST- 
ARREST, PRE-DETENTION PERIOD. HE TOLD US, INCIDENTALLY, 
THAT HE HAS THE QUOTE COMPLETE DOSSIER UNQUOTE ON THE 
PURIFICACION PEDRO CASE (MANILA 2206). HE ALSO SAID 

HE WOULD ASK DND SECRETARY ENRTT.F, FOR THE RECORDS OF ALL 
MILITARY COURTS MARTIAL CONCERNING TORTURE CASES SINCE 
THE ONSET OF MARTIAL LAW. 

5. BUTLER COMMENTED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORE OF 
AN ACCOMMODATION BETWEEN CHURCH AND GOVERNMENT HERE. 
HE EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THE OOP'S CRACKDOWN AGAINST 
CERTAIN CHURCH ELEMENTS IN DAVAO LATE LAST YEAR, 
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ATTRIBUTING THIS TO THE INFLUENCE OF THE MILITARY, AS 
WELL AS TO THAT OF PAN AMIN. BUTLER APPEARS TO BE IN 
FAIRLY REGULAR TOUCH WITH CHURCH DISSIDENTS. HE NOTED 
FOR EXAMPLE THAT CLAVER HAD SPENT THREE HOURS WITH HIM 
IN NEW YORK DURING THE BISHOP'S VISIT TO THE U.S. LAST YEAR. 

6. COMMENT: FROM BUTLER'S REMARKS, WE WOULD ESTIMATE 
THAT THE ICJ INTENDS TO PRODUCE A RELATIVELY BALANCED 
AND MODERATE REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
SULLIVAN 
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